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 alicub-l at 5:16 AM on Thursday January 17, 2010. VATICAN CITY (Reuters) - The Holy See ordered bishops in April to
write to the leaders of their dioceses and those of its territories to remind them that "sexual relations between persons of the

same sex" were a "gravely disordered" act and "pathological". "There are no homosexual ‘gens in the Catholic Church’," Vatican
Secretary of State Tarcisio Bertone said in a May letter written to bishops in Europe and Africa and distributed to the press by
the Vatican Information Service. His comments are a counter to claims in the media that Pope Benedict had a new and binding

ruling on sexual orientation that would remove priests and other Church officials with homosexual tendencies from their
ministry and be heard in Church courts. "There are only homosexual acts, or acts with homosexual inclinations, and they are
gravely disordered acts and immoral acts, and they are to be condemned in every circumstance," Bertone wrote. "The Church
must guard against unfounded interpretations of her moral teaching, which are still lacking and need to be elucidated. "The
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teaching of the Church does not exclude people who practise homosexuality from the life of the Church, but in no way justifies
an approval of this behavior," he wrote. His comments appeared to be a response to coverage in the U.S. media that Benedict
had approved an "authentic homosexual inclination", referred to as "unlawful sexual acts", as a condition of ecclesial ministry.

Bertone said the phrase "authentic homosexual inclination" was mentioned in the first document of the Second Vatican Council,
"Humanae Vitae", and it was the Council's teaching on human sexuality that confirmed this. In a 2007 ruling on a case of a

married woman who had had a miscarriage and wanted to have a sex change, Benedict set aside the rule that a doctor cannot
perform an operation if the pregnant woman is opposed. The case had made a difference because it involved "gender identity"
and not "sexual orientation" as they are now understood in law, the Vatican said. The Vatican's doctrinal office is working on a
"preliminary document" on sexuality to be released sometime in 2011. A new Pontifical Council for the Family is being set up

with Bertone in charge. He also heads the Pontifical Council for the Laity, 82157476af
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